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R. ABLER: 

Mr. Speaker. 

'The Speakek: 
The gentleman from Monroe, Mr. Adler, 
is recognized. 

Mr, Abler: 

Mr. Speaker, one of our members, Gordon 
H. Peck, has met with us in session for the last 
time. On this afternoon he was taken to his 
final resting place. 

I am about to offer a resolution, that the 
House adjourn in honor of his memory, but 
before doing so I desire to say a personal word 
at this time, and I have no doubt that there are 
other members about the chamber who would 
like to do the same. 

I have always felt that Mr. Peck endeared 
himself to us by reason of his great simplicity, 
the kindliness of his character and his uniform 
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courtesy to every one with whom he came in con- 
tact. Although somewhat older than the aver- 
age of our members here, he was yet always so 
youthful in spirit, so sympathetic with all with 
whom he met and talked, that he seemed to be 
no older than the youngest of us. I know that 
I shall miss him. I am sure that we will all miss 
him. Of old American ancestry, intensely patri- 
otic in his sentiments and in his actions, with his 
unfailing courtesy, his kindliness and his sincer- 
ity, he has left with us the impression of the 
finest type of American citizen and gentleman. 

I offer this resolution, Mr. Speaker, but 
suggest that before it is read such other members 
as wish to be heard may speak to the resolution. 

(Resolution sent up to the desk.) 

Mr. Donohue: 
Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: 

The gentleman from New York, Mr. 
Donohue, is recognized. 

Mr. Donohue: 

Mr. Speaker, this afternoon a committee 
from the Assembly, and likewise from the 
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Senate, went upon a sad journey to the village 
of West Haverstraw, there to view the remains 
of our dear Member of Assembly from Rock- 
land County, Gordon H. Peck. 

We listened to the fim^eral service of the 
Episcopal Church. I was forcibly reminded, as 
we journeyed from West Haverstraw to 
Albany, of a saying of one of the members of 
the Committee : " Boast not of to-morrow, 
because you know not what a day may bring 
forth." As we look back for a week or ten days 
and see Assemblyman Peck in the full vigor of 
his years, we are perhaps inclined to boast of 
to-morrow, knowing not what to-day might 
bring forth. We were shocked when we learned 
that for him the day had brought forth his final 
journey to that land to which all of us some day 
will have to go, upon the same journey. 

It was my privilege to have been a Member 
of this House when Assemblyman Peck entered 
it in the year 1918. He instantly endeared him- 
self to every Member of the Body that year, by 
his sterling character and by his lovable manner, 
so that each and every Member of this House 
will cherish it as a memory that he could claim 
the friendship of Assemblyman Peck. In the 



succeeding years of his membership he made new 
friends and cemented the bonds of friendship 
already formed. 

He was attentive to his duties as a legislator, 
and represented his county in the fullest and 
truest sense, and of him it can well be said, now 
that he has been laid to his final rest: " Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant." It is a 
pity that an occasion so sad as this is the only 
one, perhaps, that we can praise a man in public 
life. But we who were intimately associated 
with him for three full years and for the short 
period of this year that he was with us have a 
full realization of the wonderful services he per- 
formed, not only as the representative from 
Rockland County, but likewise as a representa- 
tive for the State of New York. He was 
modest, quiet and dignified, and his views on 
legislative matters carried conviction in the com- 
mittee room and the Assembly. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of this House, 
it is with sadness that I rise this evening to say 
words in honor of the memory of Assemblyman 
Peck because, so long as I am spared, I will 
always cherish the friendship and association 
with him, and I pray that his soul is now on its 



final passage for a peaceful rest, and that his 
soul, likewise the souls of others who have led 
such a faithful life as he has, may rest in peace, 
and at the end of a well spent life enjoy an 
eternity with God. 

Mk. Wells: 

Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker : 

The gentleman from Kings, Mr. Wells, is 
recognized. 

Mr. Wells: 

Mr. Speaker, as the Chairman of the Com-> 
mittee appointed by the Speaker to attend the 
ceremonies which have been referred to by the 
two previous speakers, I feel that I can not allow 
this occasion to pass, not only as the Chairman 
of such Committee, Mr. Speaker, but as a seat 
neighbor and as an associate, without testifying 
to the sterling qualities and integrity of Assem- 
blyman Peck. 

I will say, though his home was far removed 
from mine, he was a close and a personal friend. 
I regarded the friendship, I regarded the advice 
and the high-minded qualities of Gordon H. 
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Peck as something which should be cherished 
most highly, and, as has been so very ably stated 
by Mr. Donohue, we could well afford to follow 
the example of our late and lamented friend. 

I feel that we have lost a friend, Mr. 
Speaker, and as I viewed his remains to-day, as 
has been stated also by Mr. Donohue, I realized 
fully that " We know not what a day may bring 
forth." 

Those of us who are left; those of us who 
remember his life ; those of us who remember the 
words and the advice which was given us by our 
good friend, I am sure will want to tread his 
path which, if we follow as he followed it, will 
bring to us the just reward in the hereafter. 

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that I may have the 
privilege of seconding the motion which will be 
made by Mr. Adler at the proper time. 

The Speaker: 

The question is on the adoption of the reso- 
lution as submitted by the gentleman from 
Monroe, Mr. Adler. The Clerk will read the 
resolution. 
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By the Clerk: 

Whereas, This House learns with sincere 
sorrow and regret of the death of Hon. Gordon 
H. Peck, who has ably represented the County 
of Rockland for four years, and 

Whereas, Mr. Peck had endeared himself 
to every one of his associates by his dignity, 
com-tesy and ability, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Assembly of the State 
of New York hereby extends its sincere sym- 
pathy to the friends and family of our deceased 
associate, and be it further 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn 
in honor of the memory of Gordon H. Peck. 

The Speaker: 

All of those in favor of the adoption of the 
resolution, as read, will rise. 

(All members rise to their feet.) 

The resolution is adopted. 
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N inscrutable Providence has forever 
removed from us in the fullness of 
^^feKJiy? his usefulness our friend and fellow 
committeeman, Gordon H. Peck. His strict 
integrity held our respect, his firm practical 
sense of the special problems in our work earned 
our admiration and trust, his uniform courtesy 
and kindliness won oiu* affection. We lament 
his departure as a personal sorrow, and as a 
deep loss to this Committee, to his constituency, 
and to his State which he served so well ; and we 
join in this expression of our condolence to the 
relatives and the many friends who like us are 
bereaved in his death. 

THOS. A. McWHINNEY, 
JOHN G. GRAY, 
EBERLY HUTCHINSON, 
IRVING F. RICE, 
SEABURY C. MASTICK, 
FRANKLIN W. JUDSON, 
ANDREW T. BEASLEY, 
JAMES A. EVANS, 
D. C. HUNTER, 
A. H. ELLSWORTH, 
JULIAN C. SMITH, 
PAUL BAILEY. 

February 22, 1921. 

15 



of tire 



^j^^wr'HEREAS, The Committee on 
[WBMj: I 'j Charitable and Rehgious Societies 
S^gS^ JR of the Assembly has learned with 
deep regret of the death of its beloved chairman, 
the Hon. Gordon H. Peck, of Rockland County, 
who by his conscientious devotion to the work of 
this Committee has endeared himself to all who 
came in contact with him. 

Whereas, The Committee feels it has 
suffered in the taking from it of its chairman an 
irreparable loss; be it 

Resolved^ That this resolution be spread 
upon the minutes of this Committee, and that 
this Committee render a report of its action 
thereon to the Assembly with a request that the 
Clerk thereof transmit a copy of this resolution 
to the family of the deceased. 

CLARENCE C. SMITH, 
GRISWOLD WEBB, 
STEWART MacFARLAND, 
C. J. WILLIAMS, 
NICHOLAS M. PETTE, 
CHARLES SOLOMON, 
ANSLEY B. BORKOWSKI, 
THOS. F. BURCHILL, 

JOHN J. McLaughlin, 
THOMAS J. McDonald, 

M. A. TRAHAN, 
W. F. CLAYTON. 
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'HEREAS, The public service has 
suffered through the recent death 
of Honorable Gordon H. Peck, 

for four terms a member of the Assembly of 

the State of 'New York ; be it 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public 
Education of the Assembly of the State of New 
York, mindful of his devotion to, and the dis- 
charge of, every public duty, and desirous of 
recognizing his integrity, fidelity and zeal as a 
member of the Assembly, records this testi- 
monial of the individual and collective sense of 
its own bereavement and the public loss in his 
death, and extend to his family our sincere sym- 
pathy in their bereavement. Be it further 

Resolved, That this testimonial of our 
sorrow and of appreciation be entered in the 
minutes of this Committee, and a copy, suitably 
engrossed, attested by the Chairman of this 
Committee, be sent to his family. 

JAMES A. HARRIS, 

Chairman. 
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